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Women's eNews

War Crimes Amnesty Adds to Afghan Women's
Grief

By Aunohita Mojumdar
03/26/2010
Afghanistan's amnesty for war criminals is not pigywell in a therapy theater group for

Kabul women victimized by years of violence. Thegitwfor a form of justice while
perpetrators of violence get impunity and a chaod®ld positions of power.

KABUL - On a makeshift stage on a small verandata samshackle house in Kabul,
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four women stand together in front of an audientenore than 50 women who are
gathered in the courtyard of the house. Three @fattiresses play the parts of women: a
matriarch and her two daughters-in-law. The fopitys a disabled son.

The production is part of the women's attemptsame to peace with what they have
experienced in their strife-torn nation. Yet, a nmalization that those who raped and
otherwise maimed and murdered them and membeiseof families now will receive
total amnesty in perpetuity may add even more ofease of unresolved grief.

Its plot: With no able men to hold down a job, tlanily is reduced to penury and
discord. The story ends with the disabled son qgrthe Taliban in return for money.

The situation is familiar to both the actors anel #ludience, all women from some of the
poorest neighborhoods of Kabul who have lost a lfamiember or suffered brutal
violence in the successive waves of fighting anel tgime change from the Soviet-
installed government to the anti-Soviet mujahidaed the Taliban.

Some of these women have survived rape, accordirgpme rights workers here, but
little public mention is made of that due to theahe social taboo that can turn rape
victims into social outcasts.

The participatory theater is organized by the Afgsian Human Rights and Democracy
Organization. The group, based in Kabul, works witttims of the Afghan conflict and
is a member of a coalition of civil society groupdvocating a transitional justice
program. Theater of Transformation.

The theatricals call on the women to take on onthe@froles in a familiar societal drama
and transform it. Based on theories of social psierapy, the goal is to internalize a
sense of civil rights and to heal wounds. Before ¢kaging, the women go through a
workshop about the social influence of theater taldhg the performances into their
communities.

"Most of the women suffer from post-traumatic stredisorder,” said Dr. Neak
Mohammed Sharif, a member of the Afghanistan Hunmkaghts and Democracy
Organization. Sharif says the project draws onTtheatre of the Oppressed, pioneered
by Augusto Boal of Brazil.

None of the women in the production last week warteplay the part of the Taliban
insurgent. Several said a Taliban character wowddtdp rigid and unchangeable.

The women associated with the drama group come tinenmeighborhoods of Chilsitoon
and Dasht-e-Barchi, which were caught in the craisstof the violence unleashed on the
city between 1992 and 1996 as commanders of mlitactions fought for control of
Kabul.

Since 2006 they have been waiting for the Afghavegoment's promise to implement a
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transitional justice program intended to help wonselch as themselves. The phrase
transitional justice refers to a process that see&sgnition for victims while promoting
possibilities for peace, reconciliation and demograAfghanistan's plan included
removing human rights abusers from positions of gowThe deadline for
implementation passed in March 2009.

Quiet Forgiveness of War Crimes

Instead, in a development that caught the worldgotird, the government earlier this
year announced it had adopted an amnesty law dsatd as November 2008, a fact it
had kept under wraps until now. The amnesty is enpgtuity for all combatants,

including war criminals and those who committederaphe women here expect it to
include some of the military commanders of the 12996 violence.

"Who is [Afghanistan's president] Karzai to forgilee deaths in my family?" said
Sakina, a middle-aged widow from Dasht-e-Barctppar neighborhood of west Kabul.
She lost her husband and niece in the conflict.Wdets to give the Taliban money, land
and privileges. To me, a victim, he gives me a widgension of 300 Afs ($6) a month.
Karzai says he will forgive the Taliban? Who gavma this right?"

In 2007, Parliament introduced a law to prevent fesecution of individuals
responsible for large-scale human rights abuses bilhproduced widespread outcry and
rights groups and international donors thoughtaswropped.

Earlier this year, however, it came to light tHes taw been adopted quietly at some point
in 2008. It says all those engaged in hostilitiefole the formation of an interim
government in December 2001 shall "enjoy all tHemal rights and shall not be
prosecuted;" it also promises the same immunityaltothose currently involved in
hostilities if they lay down their arms and adhteréhe constitution.

The coalition of groups calling for implementatioh the transitional justice program
passed a resolution earlier this month calling &rrepeal of the amnesty law.

Meanwhile, the government is preparing to hold acpemeeting during the first two
days in May, which will include clerics, communigaders and elders and is designed to
bring current armed insurgents back into civic. life

Many women here see the meeting as a chance fpetpators of violence to join the
government and hold positions of power, with ncoactability and no punishment.
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